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IS THE DAY FLYABLE?
KEY CONSIDERATIONS
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OPTIONS 

FINAL PLANNING

Check wind details for at least 9:00, 12:00, 15:00 and later in
the Summer months to get a full overview of the day

Primary Windy models - ECMWF, UKV (Met office) and GFS

High CAPE does not automatically indicate adverse flying
conditions but should be treated with caution

If coastal sites are an option consider the likelihood of orographic cloud / fog
formation (dew point close to air temperature). May also be relevant to
inland sites especially in Winter months.

Skysight Vs RASP

Both systems provide similar information however there are some significant
differences:-

Cost - RASP free, Skysight is a paid subscription
Updates - RASP once per day based on a GFS forecast around
midnight. Skysight is updated multiple times per day as new
forecasts become available
User Interface - Skysight's interface requires less user interpretation,
is cleaner and more intuitive than RASP's
Flying Sites - Skysight's map identifies flying sites. RASP has no
method of selecting flying sites so nearest BGA turnpoints should be

Pay particular attention to how wind speed/direction varies with height.
Rapid changes in either may indicate turbulent flying conditions and
broken thermals

Use SkewT diagrams to identify:-

Low level inversions that will cap climbs and modify low level
winds - Identify what time inversion will break to determine
when to fly
Cloud height overdevelopment
Wind profile with height - speed & direction
Cloudbase and cloud cover

Skysight Point Forecast/Point Windgram and RASP Meteograms/BLIP
spots summarise a lot of information contained within the SkewT
diagrams in a user friendly graphical format covering the whole day.

Sea breeze convergence can offer opportunities for XC flying however
once the sea breeze reaches a site it will generally cut off thermal
activity and alter the wind direction making ridge soaring impossible.

Point SkewT

FlyXC airspaces - Ensure class G is turned on otherwise some
ATZs will not be shown. Choose an airspace floor appropriate to
the location and day

NOTAMs - 

Notaminfo is updated infrequently and therefore may not
show all warnings relevant to the location/route you
intend to fly. Turn off "en-route info" and "obstacles" to
remove unnecessary clutter from the map.
NATS require a free login to access NOTAM information
however the information will be current and the fully up
to date. This login also provides access to the latest AIP.

Canvas other pilots for their thoughts on site selection and
potential problems with the days forecast.

Use nearest BGA
turnpoint

Use nearest BGA
turnpoint or exact Lat Lon
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RESOURCES

www.windy.com
www.skysight.io
www.rasp.stratus.org.uk
www.metoffice.gov.uk
www.flyxc.app
www.notaminfo.com
www.nats-uk.ead-it.com
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